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THE NEWS THIS MORNING.

the Relchstag Herr Ham-
t in the rnrging centurytf.‘.?-
ropean nations will be obliged to co-opeTa 0
prgzen'e their existence In the gtruggle with
—— All is quiet in Port au Prince,

merica. = T
:ml business has been resumed; the United

tates cruiser Marblehead and a French crulser
:m\'ed in the harbor. Seflor Sagasta at a
Cabinet meeting n Madrid sald that in the
event of intervention by the United Btates in
Cuba the Government Was prepared to defend
the rights and honor of Spaln, ——= The Cuba_nn
captured the port of Caimanera and secured
saS.lnn. which was lying on a wharf.

CONGRESS,—Both branches in regsion.
Senate: A resolution requesting the President
1o order u postponement of the sale of the
Kansas Paclfic Rallroad was apdopted; forty-five
private pension billa were passed. House:
There was & hot debate on the Pension Appro-

priation bill.

DOMESTIC —President McKinley's mother
continued in about the rame condition as hefore,
but appeared to be growing weaker, Ma-
nipulation of the wheat market In Chlcago sent
the price of December wheat up { cents a bushel.
——— A bill to reform the convict sygtem of the
State was passed by the Georgla House of Rep-
resentatives, ——— A thousand operatives of the
Fulton Bag and Cotton Mills in Atlanta, Ga,
went on strike; riotous demonstrations were
stopped by the police. A plan of reorgan-
fzation of the United Soclety of Christian En-
deavor is approved by the general officers, ——
The correct site for & monument to mark the
portage between the St Joseph and Kankakee
rivers used by La Salle, Charlevolx, Hennepin
and Marquette in reaching the Mississippl has
been determined on.

CITY AND SUBURBAN.—A number of citl-
gens conferged with Mayor Strong at Delmonl-
co's, relative to the proposed observance of the

assing of the present clty of New-York, ——

he XXIst District Republicans resolved not
to participate in the machine primarles on De-
cember 14. It was learned that the alarm-
Ing reports regarding the condition of H. O,
Havemever were unfounded; that, In fact, he
was so much improved in health that he took
a drive at his country place, near Stamford,
Conn. —— The annual dinner of the Unlon
College Alumnl was held. ——= Two elevated

FOREIGN.—In
macher sald tha

road collisions were caused by the fog: In a
crash on the Second-ave. line three persons
were hurt. Stocks were strong, active and
higher.

THE WEATHER.—Indlcations for to-day:
Fair, followed by threatening weather. The
temperature yesterday: Highest, 02 degrees;
Jowest, 42 degrees; average, 471 degrees,

4 PLATT EXCUSE.

Mr. Platt is hard put to 1t to excuse himsell
to Republican voters up the State for turning
over the government of this clty to Tammauy.
He has been driven to profess his wlllingness to
have co-opzrated with independents, and hls as-
gertion s met with the record that as early ae
April 15 Mr, Lauterbach declared for a Tam-
many Mayor in preference to a non-partisan
Mayor, and Mr. Platt followed this up on May 8
with sneers at all reformers and notice that “the
“Republican vote Is not to be enlisted in any
“more non-part!=an enterprises.” He has been
driven to say that the vote up the State was
entirely satisfactory, and the falsity of this as-
gertion is proved by the fact that the up-Rtate
plurality for Judge Wallace was 101,631 smaller
than that glven to Governor Black, and 56,543
Jess than that glven to General Palmer In 180635,

He I8 also driven to elalm that his opposition
to Mr. Low was based on a desire to preserve
the Republicnn party, and to spread the notlon
that Mr. Low, as Mayor of Brooklyn, worked {11
to the party. In his post-electlon interview he
sald: “There |s one calamity worse than the
“success of the Democratle party in the city of
“New-York, and that 1s its success in the State
“and Natlon. Mr. Low, as Mayor of Brooklyn,
“had already defeated one candidate for Presi-
“dent. He 414 it by destroying the Nepublican
“organization, no less than by hls personal
“treachery to the candidate.”

In vlew of that statement—all of It mlslead-
ing and part of It false—!t is Interesting to sce
what the electlon returns show of Mr. Low's in-
fluence on the fortunmes of the party at large.
In 1880 General Hancock carried Brooklyn for
the Democrats by 8,267 plurality. In 1881 Mr.
Low carried It for the Republicans by 4,354, and
drew enough Independent Democrats to the sup-
port of the rest of the ticket to cut down the
Democratic plurality for Secretary of State to
565. The next year Mr. Low worked, voted and
contributed money for Folger. Cleveland car-
ried Brooklyn by about 37,000, but that was due
to the tidal wave which swept the whole coun-
try, elected Ben Butler In Maseaachusetts and
defeated Folger by 192,000, Mr. Low had no
more to do with that than did Mr. Platt, who
was just then in deep retirement. Tn 1883 Mr,
Low was re-elected by 1,202 plurality, and In-
stead of his eandidacy breaking np the party it
left the party strong enough to carry Brooklyn
for General Carr at the snme election by 1,500,

The next year Mr. Blalne lost Brooklyn by
some 14,000, That was due to a great party
revolt, which was not confined to Brooklyn or
to New-York State. Mr. Low voted for Blalne,
and when Mr. Platt was driven to charge him
with “personal treachery” in that campalgn he
told what is slmply and plainly a lle, which had
been t!me and again refuted before he uttered
fr. Mr. Low, when running the year hefore, had
pledged himself not to use the influence of the
Mayor's office to belp any candidates, and he
simply kept his word like an honest man. In
1885 the Democrats earrled Brooklyn for Hill by
about 8,000, and elected Whitney Mayor. The
latter calamity was due entirely to the machine
Republicans, who might bave secured a non-
part'san Mayor and galned many Democratie
votes for Davenport, just as Platt this year
miight have elected Low and galoed thousands
of supportera for Wallace and his county tickets.
Instead of continuing non-partisan city govern-
ment, the machine men antagonized the Inde-
pendents, refused to name a candidate to suit
them, put up Mr. Schroeder, who refused to
run and sald he favored combination on Gen-
eral Woodward, and then substituted General
Catlin—since a prominent McLanghlin Demo-
erat—rather than follow Mr. Schroeder's advice.

. ‘The result was that they threw the election to

| Whitnay, who had less votes tban the Repub-

llean and independent eandidates, and {njured
the rest of the ticket.
These figures show that another of Mr. Platt's
| exruses for defeating the Republican party was
utterly frivolous and fonnded on false siate
ments. Mr. Platt must have been hard up for
a defence when he was driven to misstate fif-
teen-vear-old events.  If the statements were
rene they would not make his leadership appear
less tmpgling.  As it 15, they only make It ap-
| pear more desperate,

RIVERE AND HARBORS,

| The DPresident's timely recommendation of
| economy in appropriatlons, in order that the
| Governmment's expenditures may be Kept within
| fts recelprs, was well placed at the end of his
| Message to Congress, where it has the force of

a tingl appeal to patriotle prudence. It is grati-
' fying to learn that nfluential members of the

House are fn gympathy with the spirit of the
| President’s adviee, and In considering how the
| probable resources of the Government can be
most wisely applied to meet its requirements
have already glven approval to the suzgestlon
that an Important saving can be effected in
river and harbor improvements without risk of
gerlone harm. The estimates for the flscal year
ending June 30, 1890, include under the head of
publie works an outlay of about $40,000,000
on rivers and harbors. The magnitude of this
sum {8 perhaps sufflelently striking without
comparisons; but it 1s at least interesting to re-
enll, as an example of the faclllty with which
publlc expenditures grow, that the River and
Harbor bill which FPresident Arthur vetoed In
1882, therchy performing the most congpleuous
pnd perhaps In general estimation the most
credlitable act of his Administration, called for
only $18,743,870, or less than two-fifths of the
huge total which Is contemplated in the estl-
mates for the next fiseal year.

The propoeal which is attracting favorable
attention among leadlng Representatives is
that nothing shall be appropriated for rivers
and harbors at this sesslon beyond the amount
required to meet exlsting contracts for improve-
ments already authorized and under way, It
appears to us-that this is a reasonable curtall-
ment which 1t should be the alm of Congress to
achleve. It s true that such a restriction might
exclude some deserving objects, but, on the
other hand, to open the door to exceptions, ex-
cept In eases of absolute and obvlous necessity,
would be pretty sure to ageravate the evil of
log-rolllng, and in the end spoll the plan of
economy, A brlef halt In the progress of river
and harbor development could not do much
harm, while It Is probable that the balapce of
advantage would be large, without regard to
the condition of the Natlonal Treasury.

But that 18 a consideration which eannat he
{gnored with safety or honor. Congress
bound to act in accordance not with {ts nuder-
standing of what varlous localities wonld like
to have, but with {ts best Judgment of what the
country I8 able to pay for. FPrompt executlon
of work already begun and exact fulfilment of
contracts are likely to be profitable in the out-
come a8 well as creditable; but new projects
of improvement ought to be examined wirth
gerupulous eare and with a flrm purpose to post-
pone them In every possible instance to a more
convenlent season.

An  AmericEn |

I8

A TOUCHING TALE.

Our distressed contemporary “The New-York
fun" has seldom published a more pathetie
parrative than that which appeared In its
Thursday's issne over the slgnature of Frauklin
RBartlett. Mr. Bartlett {s not only a stockholder
in “The Sun," but one of {ts most favored con-
tributors. For him it violates one of 1ts most
cherished tiaditlons. The blue pencll of eon-
densation s never applied to his Iterary or
oratorical efforts. His speeches when a mem-
ber of Congress were inveriably printed with
stenographic fulness in “The Sun.” Moreover,
it has always been understood that fondness for
Mr. Bartlett and resentment of Grover Cleve
land's refusal to appoint him on his wilitary
gtaff when Governor were at the bottom of our
contemporary's bitter and implacable hostility
to that gentleman durlng the whole of his sub-
sequent eareer. It was doubtless partly becanse
of its fondness for the writer and partly be-
cause it was a recltal of 1ts own woes that this
story, five columns long, was printed In foll,
with great amplitude of detall and what wonld
seeml to the easual reader many unnecessary
repetitions of legal verblage. To persons lu-
terested In the story it Is an Interesting story,
though it must Le admitted that to the average
reader Its intereat chlefly les In the fact that
it ia the reverse of a stery without words, heing
words without a story.

Tha story I8 In the form of two “ecomplaints”
drawn by Mr. Bartlett, who I8 also “solleitor for
the complainant.” One of these complaints re
cltes that a consllernble number of persons
seattered all over the country from Massachu-
setts to California, and organized under the
name of the Associated I'ress, have “combined
“and eonsplred hetween and among themselves
“and others™ “to deprive the plaintiff of s
“right to sell 1ts news to the publie in the open
“market.” The painful detalls of this con-
splracy are set forth to the extent of three col-
umne, The names of newspapers In various
parts of the country which were willlng to help
“The Sun" along by buying what it calls “Its
news” at fixed and remunerative prices are
given. Bu* the narrative goes on to say that
the conspirators, actuated by “spite and malig-
nity,"” forced and compelled these newspapers
not to buy “news” of “I'he Bun.” By this high-
banded proceeding Mr. Bartlett says ““The Sun”
has been damaged in {te business and its prop-
erty “Io the sum of many thousand dollars,"”
and he accordingly asks the Unlted States Clr-
cuit Court fur this district to Interpose In It
behalt and enjoln these consplrators from pre-
venting the sale of “lts news™ to the newspa-
pers named. The second complaint 18 two vol
umns long, and Is taken up with a harrowing
recital of the samne offences In slightly different
form, but eharging the conspirators with viola-
tlon of the law of Congress agninst trusts, This
story tells how much Mr. Bartlett thinks “The
Bun” has been damaged up to date by the while-
gpread and powerful conspiracy to prevent jts
selling “its news" Ag compensation therefor
he asks the Clrenlr Court to grant judgment
ngainst the conspirators for a little matter of
§225,000,

It Is all very pathetic. It Las been known
for some time that “The Buns” desertion of

Tammany and enlistment In the service of
Platt last year, followed as It was by the se-
ceseion from the Republican organization of
thousands of Nepublicans who could not stom-
ach the arrogance of the Boss or the alternate
bullylng and patronizing manners of his new
organ, had turned out to be a disastrous blun-
der. It was nlso known that the role of Ish-
maelite which “The Bun" was playlng against
every newspaper In this city and nearly nll
the respectable journals in the country had
arrayed the press of the country almost solidly
agalnst 1t. In additiom to this “its news" for
which It sought a sale had become utterly un-
trustworthy and woithless. 8o the disclosure
of financial distress by Mr. Bartlett !& not a
surprise. That It shonld attempt to recoup It-
self from the treasuries of the newspapers
throughout the country which will not buy “ia
news™ 15 a trifle ludlerous. 8o, also, Is ita re-
sort to the law agalnst trusts, which it has
slways derided, ns & means for getting even
with the conspirators. We should be glad to
think that the financial distress Into which

But {is record forbids it. We are compelled to
admit its justice. And we ges no reason wWhy
the decent newspapers of the country should
relleve s distress {o the tune of £225,000, unless
upon the plea of the restaurant-keeper, who,
upon bLeing asked why he charged 25 cents for
a sandwlich, replled: “Between yon and me,
stranger, 1 need the money.”

noN QUIXOTE'S SIUCCESSORS.

The 1knight of the Rueful Countenance seems |
to have some sucecessors in the offices of Spanish
newspapers. 0N no other theory does it seem
possible 1o explain some of the extraordinary
comments on 'resident MeKinley's Message,
OQuixotie patrlots see foes in every windmill, and
riun a-tiit against them with thelr dreipping pens,
In what Ciave of Montesinos they have been
dreaming. or have been delnded by “fake” sen-
siations, it might not be diffieult to say, were
that to the peint.  The practieal effect of their
anties s, however, of more concern. No harm |
ean eome to this country.  That 1s sure.  Bat
the Spanish mind may be excited, the Spanish
Government embarrassed, and the already ar-
duous task of effecting a just and honorable
sottlement in Cuba made st more difflenit.
Those things, If they eome to pass, will be re- i
grotted, no lesa by the Ameriean peaple than by
all other sincere friends of Spaln,

Attack is made chiefly upon the utterances of
the President concerning alleged fillbustering,
which are denounced as eynieal and of evil In-
tent, Why? Becanse the President boldly and |
stralghtforwardly denles the changes that have [
been &o recklessly made of Infractions of the |
neutrallty laws. It was perfectly evident to
every Impartial observer, long ago, that no con-
slderable nmount of fillbustering, if any, was |
going on, The Spanish Minister at Washington, |
one of the most watehful and diligent of publie
servants Spain ever had, has repeatedly ad-
mitted that there was no ground for current
reports of fillbustering.  The detailed report of
the Seeretary of the Treasury, now published,
must be finally convinelng to all who read It
He shows that sinee the present war began only
six American vessels, of insignificant size, have
landed expeditions In Cuba; slx, ont of a total
of 15555 that might have been used for the
purpose!  SIxty expeditions are alleged to have |
boen attempted.  OF these the United States has
frustrated thirty three, and ten others have |
failed through other eauses, Seventeen are sall |
to have been suceessful, but in every case but l
two, wlileh two are still pending, thls Govern- J

I

ment has fully vindlieated 1ts good falth by pun-
Ishing the principals or otherwise. This Gov-
ernment has constantly employed elght vessels
in this pollce work, semling them more than
73,700 miles, If any other eonntry has a better
record than that, under simllar clrenmstances, it
woulil be Interesting to know which |t js,

On the other hand, observe the record of Spain
herself. While the Unlted States has stopped
thirty-three out of sixty expeditions, Spaln has
preventsd only fonr of the remalning twenty- |
seven from landing. The “lmparelal” says “the
Spanish flag floats over Coba™ Why, then,
does 1t not make {ts presence there effictive?
Spaln 13 free to selze every unlawful expedition
that enters Cuban waters, whetler fillhusters or
smugglers, She has only 2200 miles of const to
patrol, while the Unlted States has LATO miles !
If Americans are smuggling In goods, Hm.'.ul
ought to strengthen her revenne polles.  If
Amerleans are running the blockade, Spain
ghould make her blockade more offective; for it
Is a wellestabllshed prinelplas of International
law that a mere paper blockade need not he
respectisd,

The fact §s, the Unlted States Government Lins
done all 1t was required to do, under the letter
and In the spirit of the law, to prevent {legal
expeditions to Cuba. If any number of sach
expeditions ling been suceessful amd the Span-
tsh canse hins been {njured thereby, Spoln hos
only herself, or the wretchisd fncomjwtence of
ler braggart-blunderer, Weyler, to blame for it
But there {8 lttle reason to belleve that such
expeditions have materinlly affected the course |
of the war, The logle which some Spmnlsh el
ftors seem to have adoptsd 1s this: Withont
great help from the Unlted States the Cubans
ecould not have bLeld out agalust Wevler; but
they did hold out agalnst him; therefore they
must have got great help from the Vniusd
Htates,  That wonuld be copnclusive, |
major premise proved, or susceptible of proof; |
but it 18 not. Reflor Sagasta recognlzes f!mr:
fact, and so does Scfior Iwe TAme, and It ls not
concelvable that they regand  the bombastie
Quizotry of those who should be thelr support-
ers wlih feelings other than of disapproval and |
regret,

werp the

REFORMING FRENCH FPROCEDURE.

While the Direyfus ense Is casting some un-
pleasant doubte wpon the justice of French mill-
tary trials 1t la gratifying to observe that the
elvil eade of Franee has at last hwen freed from |
one of 1ty most ohjectionable relies of medimyal
oppresslon,  Hriefly stated, the system of In-
definlte Imprisonment and gecret examioation
of accused persons has been abolished, The
Inltlative In this reform was taken by M. Con-
stans, who will be remembered as the “strong
Minister” of a few administrations back., His
proposal was promptly aceepted by hoth eham- |
bers of Parlinment, and became law a fow
weeks ago. It Is pot too mueh to say that a
new era ln French jurlsprudence Is thus heguo.

Hitherto an officer has been ahle to |ssue a |
warrant under which the acensed person eonld
he arrested at any time, the pollee heing free to
enter his honse for the purpose at any hour, and |
not anly to selze him, ot also to take any books,
papers or other abjects which they might find
by ransacking the premises.  The prisoner could
then be placed in elose confinetent (o a common |

Jall for days and weeks, while the Julge ex-
amined the things taken from his house at |
Ioizure.  After the prisener had thns been |
|
|

treated ne o conviet, e was broaght before 1he
Judge for secret examlaation, and the Judge, |
who had blassed Wis mind agninst him by ex-
amination amd sbudy of all obtalnalile h-«!l}num‘
and was partieularly well prepnred 1o lead I|I1;|
Into  selfineriminating  confessions,  Inflleted
upon him a verltable inguisition, treating iim
as though his guilt were already conflirmesd,  OFf
conrse, not all nor most Jndges used thelr power
for the oppression of prisoners. Hat It was pos-
sible for any to do so, and multitudes of Inno-
cent wen hind to undergo suel hamiliation and
persecution,

The present reform requires that the prisoner
s not to be deprived of ecounsel while In prison,
that he s to be examined within twenty-four
lioura after his arrest, that the examination g
not to e seeret, and that the prisoner 1s to have
the benefit and serviees of counsel at i1, That
France has only fust reached this stage of legal
procedure, which Anglo-Saxon natlons have so
long enjoyed. seems really startling. Now that
the reform has been achieved, further progress
will surely he made, until the great prineiple s
fully established that every man I8 to he con-
sldered innocent until he is proved gullty, or at
least that the onus of proof shall vest with the
progecution and not with the defence. It |5 ox-
traordinary that the country which has made
the most rapld progress and most sudden and
radical changes In many directiona should have
been g0 slow In effecting this most righteous
reform. But, perhaps, now that a beginning
has been made, France will take the lead In
legul as well as other forms of progress.

No higher testimony to the wisdom and cour-
age of the President’'s treatment of the Cuban

our contemporary has fallen was undeserved. |

s 1

question could be desired than is offersd by Mr, |

L

Hannis Taylor, lately United States Minister to
Spain, whn says he thinks “Congress should
“firmly and scornfully refect such a pollcy of
“Irresolution and non-action.”
s

“The New-York Sun’ has taken to lawsults
to make money. Tt says its business has been
Infured, and it sues the Assoclated Press for

| mearly a aquarter of a millfon dollars for the

injury. The responsibliity of the Assoclated

Presa for this is more than doubtful; but we

have no doubt damages can be proved to that

amount or more. We have no doubt, elther, that

“The Bun’" deaperately needs the money.
————

The German Emperor's expressed opinion of
the Haytlans indicates that the German Minis-
ter to Havtl lg In the line of promotion.

e

If any of tha miserable contestants In the slx-
days’ bicyele contest are, as |8 charged, victims
of deltherate cruslty on the part of thelr train-
era and backers, and In serlous danger of end-
ing their llves or rulning their health In a
desperate endeavor to stay to the last, it Is
time for the publle authorities to interfere. A
reasonahle test of endurance 18 well enough, and
may have some relation to the progress of ¢ivil-
fzatlon; but nelther murder nor sulcide Is favor-
ably regarded by the law.

I

It did not need three weeks of uncleaned
ptrects to make the people of Hrooklyn willing
to bid adleu to Commlissioner Willis,
> —

The machine people who think Cltlzens Unlon
votes came high ought to find out how much
It cost to nominate General Tracy and get one
hundred thousand votea for him, If it only cost
a dollar a vote the machine might not be will-
ing to follow the Cltizens Unlon's example and
publish its accounts.

»
The proposed Introduction of electricity as
the motlve power on the old underground roads
in London will be a serlous blow to New-York
opponents of rapld transit, who have derived
great comfort from the proof they furnish that
1t Is not pleasant to inhale coal amoke and gas.
Inasmuch as the Rapld Transit act explicitly
torbids the creation of simllar conditions here,
no sensible citizen has considered the argument
from London as of the remotest consequence;
but 1t {8 painful to think of what may happen
to the other sort of cltizena when they find their
favorite prop knocked from under them.

PERSONAL.

Congressman “Jerry' Simpson, of Kansas, a‘l-
Areased the Honry Georga Bingle Tax Club of De-
truft thea other evening.

Miss Busan B Anthony hos returned home to
Rochester after an extensive lecture tour through
the Woest

The Municipal lLeague of Phlladelphis gave a re-
esptlon In honor of Willlam B Hornblower and
James B Reynolds, of tha New-York Cltizens
Union, on Wednesdny evsning, and ench of them
made an addeoss. The Leigie will glve 1eceptions
on January 5 and 2 and Febroary B and {ta guests
will include James ' Carte=, of thin city, prestdent
of the Natina! Municipal League, Dr. Albert
Bhaw, FEditor of “The Heview of Heviews™
Charlea J Honaparte, of Baitlmore

Prestdent Andrews of Hrown University delivered
A lecturd on Robert E. Les at Tinke Forest Art In-
stitute, Chicngo, the other evening.

“Henry Ceorge” says “The Westminster
zette,” “had & quaint humor of his own, and could
tell n good story cninat himeelf. Durlng his Aus-
tralian tour ona of his friends In Blidney suggested
to the secretary of A local racing club that it would
be n graceful thing to send Mr George a compll-

mentary ticket for the race meeting then at hanil
papers wets at the time Aevoting many col-
s to reparta of Gearge s meetings nand djsrus-
rines, but the sportaman had evi-

nnd

(T

nnt an them. ‘Who s Mr. George? he
‘1 novar heard of bim before” “Why, he's o
o worldwide celebrity ' ‘Does he own any

wrse ™ queried the pecretary, ‘Yenl two very fast
trotters, CProgress’ and “Poverty "' “Oh, all right’
salil the now satisfled secretary; ‘hera's i tioket for
him "

Colorel Alexander K. MeClure, of Philadelphina,
leetured on Atraham Linecin In Camden, N T, the
othier svening

(jeorge Vanderbllt won aixty-two prizes for his
poultty exhiblt from ks Miltnore furm, nnd every
for except ona At the State falr nt

tles comnpeted
. He nlso won $100 for the hest agri.

taleigh, N 7
cultural display
San Franetsco, Deec. 9 —Professor Perrine, one of
the members of the Lick Ohservatory #taff, hns re-
celved & Jotter from the French Academy of Sl
ence autouncing that his work in astronomy hikw
bects conmtidersd of such valus as to merit the hes
stown!l on him of one of the annual prizes

A pamtor in Indlana recently atartled his con-
gregation by tha following announcement "He-
member our quarterly meeting next Sunday. The
Laord will be with us during the morning service,
and the Prestding Elder In tha evening ™

“I'm awful glad, mamma, that T've begun to go
to wihoal ™

“Why, dear®™

“fiscnuse we have & holiday every Baturday ™-—

Negende Blitter

“The Omahn Hee” tells of n clergyman who was
entechizing a Bunday-school, and, after Informing
ths children that the pastor of A church Is Its
shepherd, whils tha members are the sheep, he

asked: “What does the shepherd do for the
eheep?  To tha amusement of thoss present a
amnll boy In the front row plped out, “Shear
them'™

orratorieal Influence —="Thers'" axciaimed the ma
who firmly belleves that he |8 eloguent, 1 regar
that as the sfMort of my Jifs™

“It is rather long, tan't 1t?" remarked the young
woman who had been typewriting it

“Put it's bound to produce an effect. Couldn't you
notice that it exerta o potent influence, sven when

imperfoctly dehivered™
“Wall,” she answered, I hadn't thought of the
connection bafors, but my foot's nsleep.”—(Wash-

tngton Star

Fhillp Hill, a condemned murderer In inil at
Pittaturg, Penn., was reading the Bible the other
Any, when the Sheriff told him that his exscution
was ta he postponed. He at onca threw tha Hible
Aown and 1t A clgaretts,

She- You eay you haven't felt well all tha after-
noon, dear?

He-1've hesn miserable
lunch and 1t disagreed with me.

Bhe Do you know, love, something told me long
hefors you came home that something was wrong
with you:®

He  Well, I
them carrier plgeons that
Jers Htatesman,

sew Houth Wales In experimenting esuccessfully
with irrigation, having a territory eatimated at
G20 aquars miles requiring that sort of treatment.
The water Is obtalned from artesian wells, and
tho ofMelal report npon the work Aeclares that It
tu entirely successful, and that tha whole tract

cnm thus be mnde fertile,

1 nte some plgeon for

uess that must have heen ane of
1 had for lunch —(Yon-

(glancing around on &
witm  attendance  at prayer-meeting)—Well, vou
know. the happiest times are sometimes had when
two or three nre met together.

Mina Goodley Er—usunily two, T think.—((hi-
cagn Inter Ocenn.

“Pip you know your orders, sentinel?’ wan anked
of n not overbright Irish soldler on guard duty
recantly at Fort Logan, Col,

“Yis, sor,” wan the reply.

“Know the points of the compaes?”’ enntinued the
officer,

“Yim, sor."

“If you face the rising sun, your left hand would
be on the north of you and your right hand to the
gouth of you. What would he behind you?

e knapsack, eor,” sententlously answered the
soldier,

“@ilan, wa can't take

Grondmother  Goodley

;our umbrella to Europe

us.’ sald old Mrs, Btiggine. “The advertise-
rn‘atr]!‘t lllFl that no cotton will be carried on the
passenger atéamers.’” it

= a1l stay at home/" sald Silas.
.-.E"a'-".'e'm. m{rthia s:;-nt as the Atlantle
Oecean without me umbrella.”" —(Harper's Bazar.

The mixing of white Indian meal with flour and
selling the mixture as pure wheat flour have becoma
5o general In the South that the Georgla Leglslat-
ure has passad a bill requiring the words ‘‘mixed
flour” to be branded on each package contalning
& blending of wheat and the cheaper corn flour.
The proportion of flonr and Indian meal must also
be Indlcated,

It doesn't take much to start the rabbit Industry—
a few rabbits and a turnip pateh or sgome other pas-
ture—but it takes & migh to check It
after |t gein & mood start,

every winter,

milllon of them in_ North Carolina
but there are more here now than there were when

Mr. g:u&n &;ﬂng his immigrants over.—(Wil-

-

RAPID TRANSIT SITUATION.

THE DECISION OF THE APPELLATE DI-
VISION EXPECTED TO-DAY.

REPORTS THAT RICHARD CROKER WILL OPPOSE
THE IMMEDIATE CARRYING OUT OF THE
PLANS IF THE COURT'S RUL-

ING 18 FAVORADLE.

The decision of the Appellate Divislon of the Bu-
preme Court with reference to the report of the
Rapld Transit Commission 18 expected to be handed
down to-day, Rumor has been busy recently with
the rapld transit plans. It was reported widely yes-
terduy In Wall 8treet, and the rumor found general
eredence, that Richard Croker had declded to op-
pose the plans of the Rapld Transit Commission in
every possible way, and that If the declsion of the
Appellate Divislon of the Supreme Court should be
tavorable to the Commission’s plans Mr. Croker
would resort to every legal device to delay active
work, at least during the present month and untll
after the Tammuany government went into power.

Whether this Is true or not, and whatever may be
Mr. Croker's intentions with regard to the Rapld
Transit Commission, It s & well-known fact that
Mr. C‘roker has been a large speculator In Wall
Hireot at various times. [t is also an equally well-
known fact that a number of the pillars of Tam-
many Hall have heen hadly burned In times past
when Manhattan  Eleviated Rallway shares have
tallen off suddenly and heavily. It is not at all
Impossible that they Intend to lay Immediate plans
to recoup those old and bitter josses,

Lewis 1., Delufield, secretary of the Rapld Transit
Commission, had not heard of the plans attributed
to Mr. Croker by rumor when a Tribune reporter
gaw him yesterday at lits office, and he had nothing
to =ay upon the suhject.  As to the plans of the
Rapld Transit Commission in case the Appellnte
DMviston of the Supreme Court should declde favor-
ably on the Commission's report, Mr. Delafleld had

this to say:

SUtader the terms of the law the Rapld Transit
Commissioners will be at lberty, 1f the Appellate
Diviston of the Supreme Court shall aMrm the re-

rﬂrl nf {ts Commisstoners that the Rapld Transit
allroad ought to be constructed, to proceed at
once to adopt the detailed plans and specifleations
for the construction of the rallroad, to approve the
form of contract for the construction and opera-
tion of the rallroad and to advertlse for blds for
the cantract. Mr. Parsons has for months been
engnged In the arduous task of preparing the de-
tailled plans and specifications. This work Is now
yractically completed. and 14 belng examined by
Mesars. Cieorge B. Morison and Howard A. Car-
pon, two of the most eminent englneers in the
rountry, with a view to ohtnlning the benefit of any
suggestions they may wish to make, The lutter,
who is chlef enginesr of the Boston Transit Com-
misslon, hias already reported on Mr. Parsonw's
plans, stating In substance that he entirely approves
them as prepared by Mr. Parsons, Mr. Morison is
now, I understand, Aally engnged In the examina-
tion of the pians, hut he has not as vet reported to
the Board. The eontract for the construction and
operatin of the rallroad, prepared by a commitice
consieting of Alexander E. Orr, Chuarles Stewart
Amith and George . Rives, assisted by Mespra,
Shepard and Bousrdman, the eounsel of the Board,
is now suhstantially completed. 11, therefore, the de-
elnton of the Appeliate Division of the Bupreme
Conrt shall be favorahle, the Hoard is In a posl-
tion to proceed with lttle delay to the actual let-
ting of the contract. Assuming that the Board s
nat delaved by further litigation. 1 can see no rea-
son why bids should rat be recslved and the con-
tracted awarded in the eariy part of January,

“I think the publlc has little eonception of tha
amount of work which has been done by the speclal
commlittes of the Hosrd appainted to draft the con-
trnct and by the ehlef engineer and counsel, ang If
a wohitlon of the transit question (n this city s
in the near future 1t will be due to the

reac i
;: ird work of the gentlemen just referred tog
i == L
FITZSIMONS NOW CHIEF JUDGE,

FLECTED BY HIS FELIOW-JUDGER TO BUCCEED
MAYOR-ELECT VAN WYUK,

At & meating of the Judges of the Clty Court
vesterday morning, Judge James Fltzsimons was
clected Uhlsf Judge of the court, In place of Rob-
wrt A, Van Wyek. the Mayor-elect, who resignsd
inst week, The new Chief Judge is ahout forty-
five veurs old. He | well liked by his nssoclates
on the beneh and by the members of the bar

= P
SIX NEW I'NION LEAGUERS,
RIRCTED AT THE CLUR'S MEETINO—A NOMINAT-
ING COMMITTEE CHOSEN.

The monthly meeting of the Unlon League Club
was beld last nlght, Willlam Prookfleld presided,
and thers wia A inrge attendance of members.
The foliowing candidates for admission, recom-
mended at the meeting of the Committes on Ad-
held on November 18, were elected to
Knox, Willlam A

misslons
membership tn the eliub: John J
Bartiett, Roscoe ¢ F. Brown and Giibert M. Smith,
of this cliy: Robert 10 Batlentine, of Newark, nnd
Edwin B Lamson, of Hoston, A Nominating Com-
mittes, conststing of Fredetick J). Tappen, Joseph
b Gy, Augustus b Jullined, Frederick T Brown,
feabert M Gallaway, Heary ¢ Ward and Willtam
Pomeroy, was elected, whose duty it 14 to nom-
tea for the vorlous elub offices, to he
which {4 to be held

filed at the annunl éle 1

on Thursday, January -
Walter (. Gllson, ae ry of tha club, when
aaked after the meeting wi wis Itkely to be

nominated for prestdent to sucoeed General Horace
| i F, nnswersd that he could not say, aml that
‘t bolieve the members of the Nominating
hemaelves haid yet any definite dea as
{

‘
rnl ter, It Wil Lo remembersd, tenderad
tgnatton nas prestdent of the club upon his
appolntment ns Ambasaador to Franee, but the
alith rafused ta aceept the restgnation

s ——
THE STAGE.

NOTES or

The new play written Ly George Hihbard for the
Lyceum Theatrs s entitled “Marlborough,'” and Ita
perlod !s the relgn of Queen Anne

The part of George Villars, secret agoent of the
United States In A Ward of France,” which was

layed In Boston by Charles Kent, will be played
rn K‘aw-‘i‘ork by Georgs Osbourne.

Charles Frohman has secured from Anthony
Hope the English rights of his new play, "The Ad-
ventures of Lady Ursula,” which Mr. Bothern pro-

Aueesd In Philadelphia on Monday night. It {s Mr.
Frohman's intention to have a p uction of the
play at the Duke of York's Theatre, London,

Varlous rumnra have been In clrculation in re
gard to the prohable or posaible dissolution of the
so-ealled theatrieal trust, composad of Charles
Froh nan, “Al” Hayman, Klaw & Erlanger and
Nixon & Zimmerman. [t has been reported that
tha syndicate was “‘not on good terms «ith ltaslf”
or that there was A stralned feellng between
Mossrs. Hayman nnd Frohman; that an announce-
ment of the dissolution of the partnership of the
#ix members of the syndleats was !mminent, and
that many out-of-town managers would not renew
thelr contracts with the syndlcate, being dlssatis-
fled with the results of lts labors.  All thesa
stories have been dented, hut there Is every ap-
waranes that the movement ngninst the syndicate
4 growing.  Mme. Modjeska and her husband,
Count Hogenta, have allowed themselves to  be
placed an record as tnilependent of the combina-
tlon, and Joseph Jefferson has expressed himsoif
o agninat 1t in mors déelded tarma, declaring that
hn considers it inimieal to the theatrical profession.
Iichard Mansfleld expressed  his opposition long
ago, and Franels Wilson und Mre. Minnia Maddern
Fiake are violentiy opposed to It Miss  Fanny
Divenport nlso belongs to the list.  Open unfriend-
Iness to the syndicate |8 growing more generally
apparent among theatrieal peaple,

An attractlve entertalnment was glven nt the
Horald 8quare Theatre yesterdny afternoon for the
benefit of the widow and the mother of Wiiliam
Hoey., The receipts had not  heen necurately
aaecertafned lagt plght, but it was thonght that they
would rench something over $,000,

John Wild, Mrs Auvnle Yeamans and “Dan® Coll-
yer, nll old members of Edward Harrigan's com-
pany, have formed a combination to pluy a sketeh
on the vaudeville stage.

e
GENERAL HARRISON'S VISIT.

Ex-President Harrlson, who cams here to attend
to some Iaw business, will return to Indianapolis
to-day. Gieneral Harrlson was willing yesterday to
ta'k about hunting and the joys of the Adirondacks,
but he would not discuss politics or affairs of Btate.
He sald that he had not kept himself sufficiently in
toush with current Affairs to discuss consiatently
and adequately, in an ofthand manner, plans for
currency reform presentad to Congress. He sald
of thae Dingley bill that he thought it had not se-
curad a fair chance yet, and expressed faith In
I R A i T ol
bee He reeﬂwa a

e

seamed to be In excellent health.
few callers.
A NOVEL CARD OF INVITATION.

Ban Francisco, Dec. 9.—A slab of quarts, with
veins of gold prominently showing, will eonyey
California’s Invitation to Fresident McKinley to
attend the golden jubilee of the discovery of gold,
Chairman Parsons of the BExecutive Committee

has promised to secure a sullable e the
rrnlw rockblnd will have ved on Its face
he m-m hich will bid the nt to come
1o Calit to join in the miners' ju

MUBIC,

THE SEIDL SOCIETY'S CONCERT.

At lt= second concert, given last evening In the
Brooklyn Academy of Musle, the Seld] Boclety
offcred a programme of more then ample propor-
tions, signalized especlally by the inclusion of s
composition by n Brooklyn musiclan. It was the
outcome of nn c¢minently laudable spirit on the
part of th;‘ Beldl Boclety thus to offer the encour-
agement of its resources to an Amerlean
but such lberallty implies also a ren;::mr'
toward the public that must not be lost sight of.
It did not appear Iast evening that such a respon-
sibility had had its due Influence in the selection of
the work thus to be honorad. This (s entitled “Hia-
witha's Woolug and Wedding,” and 1s by Mr.
August Walther., The programme did not directly
state what form the composer regarded It an repre=
sentlng, but a line in the analytical note suggested
that It was a “symphonie poem.” It is not, per-
haps, necessary to gquarrel over the question of
nomenclature, but a symphonic poem In five dis-
connected movements seems to break with the fun.
damental ldea that has glven shape to the compo-
sitlons hitherto accepled as models of symphonle
poemsa. If this were hin worst or only delinqueney,
Mr. Walther eould easlly be forgiven for his “Hia-
watha,” but, unfortunately, It i his least. A more
Important ona s the utter feebleneas of his |deas
and hir helplessness (n elaborating them. Mr. Wal-
ther has not served himself with any of the native
Indlan themes or thythms that might have served
to glve plausibility or characteristic color to his
work; It I8 sald that his music was composed be-
fora Dr. Dvorak and his follower, Professor Mac-
Dawell, had demonstrited the value of the native
American element of folksong for urtistie compo-
¢ltlon. It may seriously be doubted, however,
whether the skill displayed In this sulte—which
aeems to be confined to presenting the component
themes In a serles of unending sequences such us
the Germans style “Rosallen”—could have made
even 1. '» Interesting material worthy of the serl-
ous co.slderation of intelligent hearers. The audl-
ence showed a most friendly spirit toward the
composer last evening, and summoned him to the
front of his hox after each successive movement te
bow his acknowledgments. Mr. 8eldl gave a sin-
cere and intelllgent performance of Mr. Walther's
work, that eertainly presented it in the best light,

Miae, Jullse Rivé-King was the solo performar.
She playved Rubinstein's I minor planoforte cons
certo in & manner that sacrificed all its beauty-=
even that In the slow movemeni—to a glassy
brilllnney. 8he was recalled and played an ar-
rangement or amplfication of a Btrauss waltz in &
singulnrly unintelllgent manner, though with & re=
markahle accuracy of technigque. The orchestra
gave ndmirable performances of famillar pleces—
sthe “Tannhiuser” overture, the dream music from
“Hiinsel und Gretel” thke largo from Dvorak's
“Now World" symphony—perhaps as a gentle hint
1o ambitious workers in American subjects as to
how a genius does it—and the transcription of
Wagner's song, "Dreams.'

S =
H. 0. HAVEMEYER GREATLY IMPROVED:

AHLE TO TAKE A DRIVE YESTERDAY AT HIB
COUNTRY HOME—ALARMING REPORTS AS TO
HI8 CONDITION ENTIRELY UNFOUNDED.

Alarming reports concerning the condition of
Henry O. Havemeyer, president of the American
Hugar Refining Company (Sugar Trust), wers in
elrculation yesterday, It was sald that Mr. Have
mever was In a critleal conditlon; that, although
he had recovered from the Immediate effects of an
operation for appendicitis performed =everal weeks
ago, the wounds from the surgeon's knife had net
healed, aRnd that hig death was Imminent.

A reporter of The Tribune went to Palmer HIL
the Havemeyer country home, near Stamford,
‘onn., last night, where the patient has been stay.
ing sinee he has been {11, and there learned that
the reports were unfoundsd.  Mr. Havemeyer's
representative, who was seen, sald that the pa-
tieit Fad improved greatly, and s now beyond
immediate dunger. He was able to leave his room
and go downstalre on Wednesday for the first time
in weeks, and yesterday Mr. Havemeyer took ad-
vantage of the bright, clear weather about noon
and went for a drive of severnl miles near the
Bound. The surgeons who performed the operation
have been dismissed, and only the attending physis
clan #nd nurses are in charge. The family will
return to this city, 1t was said, in a few days.

——

SYSTEMATIC CHA RI:FI" DISCUSSED,

ADDHESSER BEFORE THE NINETEENTH CENTURY
CIUB--DR. J, G, BROOKS, MIER JANE
ADAMR AXD R. T. PAINE BPEAK
A meeting of the Nineteenth Century Club was
aeld nt Bherry's last evening. The ballroom was
well filled, and an Interesting dlscussion on "Why
Is Syatematie Charity [Dsliked?" took place, John
A Taylor, president of the club, presided. The
first spenker was v John Graham Hrooks, of
Cambridee.  D'r Brooks's speech was a plea for
organixed eharity. He spoke of the growing dis-
Hke of the word charity In democratic countries,
and sald that one of the weaknesses of American
charity was that [t was not democratic enough,
In spite of that, organized charity had everywhers
Leen grossly misunderstood. The criticlsm against
it was the result, In almost every case, of Imperfect

adminiatration,

Miss Jane Adams, princlpal of the Hull House,
Chicago, In the course of an address gave reasons
why systematic charity was dislihed by the re-
clpients of it. She sald that much of the misunder-
standing was owing to the “hourgeolse natures of
the chartty visttors,” who had heen brought o
amid commercial surroundings, or, at any rate, ha
fuherited commercial ldeas, and were unsbie to
understund that what was good for themselves
was not always of henefit to the worklug classes,

Holert Treat Palne, of Boston, also spoke.

-———
GERMANY'S HAND IN VENEZUELA.

BEELIN FINANCIERS EEIZING CONTROL OF THE
REPUBLICR® TREASURY.

Just at the moment when Germany i# imposing
her will upon Haytl by a di=play of naval force, her
financiers are trylng to put their handes upon the
financial administration of Venezuela. A mercliess
war against Venezuelan stocks and securities has
bean opened recertly in Germany, where, says the
“Mémorial Diplomatique'” of Paris, the newspapers
g0 s0 far as to talk about the bankruptcy of
Venozuela. There s an evident exaggeration In
thesa insinuations. Of course, the SBouth American
republle is bearing a heavy load of inancial obllgna-
tlons AR A consequence of arrangements too incon-
mderately made. The country, however, has suce
cesded In consolldating a portlon of its external
debt—that portlon which was contracted with the
nsalatance of a Loddon syndicate. But there is &
powerful Gierman syndicate, with the Disconto Ge-
gellschaft, a Berlin financial inatitution, at its head,
which |8 A creditor of Venezuela for a loan at 3 per
cent of 50,000,000 bollvars (about $10,000,000). That loan
ta secured by custom-houss receipts. Forty per cent
of those recelpts are to be set aside for the payment
of the eoupons of that debt. Unfortunately, com.
merclnl trensactions have decreased lately, an
dutles on Imports and exports have also decrea
corres mllnm'. But this is not justification for
proclalming bankruptey. Not a single payment of
the coupona I= in danger.

The German syndieate knows this very well, but
in opening m campalgn against Its debtors it looks
torward to some more important and valuable re-
ault.  That ayndicate has already sucreeded In
getting hold of one of the sources of the revenues
of the Venesaclan Treasury, and it s anxlous to
aeoure others. Through the allegation that the
custom-house receipta are no longer able to secure
the service of the coupons |t frﬁmnn the way
toward mortgaging other kinds of taxation and im-

ria.  This ia the policy which alma to take hold,
ittle by little, of the administration of a muatr{
anid to reduce an American republic to the condl.
tlon In which Egypt finds herself in regard to Eng-
land. Financial control or E;lttlul protectorats
it Is about the same LoINE. ut it is to be hwﬂ_
that the Venezuelan Republic will be enlighten
by the lessons of the past and will know how to
guard itself against such a misfortune, inasm ch
as It has plenty of resources. The Venesuelan
government will probably be able, through an
honest and abls administration, to decrease the
country's obligntions to forelgn financiers, and thus
prevent Germany from baing the real ruler of the
republle, as Great Britain the actual ruler of
Egypt.

—_————
MRS. OELRICH&S CONDITION UNCHANGED.

A rumor spread yesterday that Mrs. Herman®
Oslrichs, who Is under treatment for an injury to
her eyé, caused by a rusty tack which struck her
as she was watching some work done by a deco-
rator in her room, was much worse, and that it

w ble she might loss her sigh t was
ehth-s1 tﬁu"ﬁ'ﬂﬁ?u«.‘?‘«“ﬁ.‘:%h che's
SBndition had been unchanged since Wedn 7
GOVFRNOR SADLER HORRIFIED.

Carson City, Nev, Dec. b.—Governor Badler of
Nevada denounces the work of the meb on Tussday
morning In Genoa In lynching Adam Uber as &
case of flendish barbariam. He says that on proper
applieation from the authorities of Douglas Counhty

he will ofter a reward for the ;rrprom
d accessol to the crime. U

leaders an ries (]
hen th ve evidence of having
:uun. a't' uul%:l beyond recognition,

punc! ut and one arm
e authorities say they “IE..? tirws 46 (6

tdentity of the perpetra
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